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IMPRESSIONS OF
BERLIN AUTO SHOW

Some Remarkable Cars Are
Shown in First Exhibit

Since War.

German automobile designers anil
builders have not been Idle .sinee the
war. The llrst automobile show to lie
Jirni nuicci , tr-riiimiy i" .win- ..

Indicated many important improvements.
The most noticeable general feature
was the influence of the airplane on
automobile engine design, and the relativesimplicity and accessibility of Germanmotors. Many fours and sixes had
overhead cam shafts and not a few
were without crank case gaskets, as was
our Liberty motor. It secme to be generalin Germany to connect the speedometerdirect to the shaft rather than to
a wheel as In America.

Spark plugs In Germany practically
always have three firing points. This
method has an obvious advantage If the
points all fire properly, but If one goes
bad the whole plug suffers from the accumulationof carbon. The Maybach
had the new Bosch machine, which incorporatesboth lighting and Ignition
Units in one niece (inine- .nwnv wlrli the

necessity of special lighting- apparatus.
All cars were equipped with a self

tarter.or one may be readily attached.
The drive in most cases has been shifted
from right to left.
Body lines were more graceful and

straight than the old German angles.
Most radiators were wedge shaped. The
Mercedes still lacks in design the finish
lavished on its motor and gives an unpleasantforeshortened appearance, on
the other hand, the Szawc, from a companyonly about a year old. Is the last
word in style. Occasionally cars showed
what looked like a reversion to discarded
American effects, as for Instance a
broken roof line over the curved top of
n limousine door. Pack seats retain the
luxurious depth and upholstery characteristicof German cars, and where we
usually make them serve for three they
wero often built for two, with a centre
Rttn.

Nearly all cars have so-calloil Invisible
mounting covers. The all weather cover
Is noteworthy.It can be opened atid
closed while the car is In motion, and the
side curtains are of glass, not celluloid.
When not in use they are put into a
rack which folds under the rear scut.

Limousines of course offered the usual
variations vt luxury to catch the feminineeyes. Some builders experimented
with fancy Interiors, one even eoing back
to ancient Kgypt. Aluminum bodies
were exhibited, one arubesqued like a
Damascus blade.
The Krupps and one or two other

concerns had trucks exhibited, which differedlittle in essentials from American
models. One company showed a fewpiecesof fire apparatus which seemed
lighter than corresponding American
models, notably the combination. One
truck was shown designed for use in very
heavy snow. Runners can be set on ail
four wheels and the drive Is through a
rotating cylinder at the back. There was
ftlso a line of delivery cars of various
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| sizes and typos. Residestrucks ths
Krupps had an exhibit of steel warei
and steel parts that was extremely inIteresting, as It was one of the few pieces
of educational propaganda In the show.
Here were various grades of steel and
different processes with new unrustable
steel.
The sensation of the show was the

Rumpler drop car, so called from its
shape when viewed from above. The
designer, llerr Rumpler, made a stir
ten years ago in airplane circles with
a monoplane, and his aviation experienceehowed in the lines of the car.
Tito air resistance was as near zero as

science and mathematics could make it.
The car steered from the front, but the
engine and all its parts were on the

'rtaa- axle. 'This, of course, gave much
tnofo effective cooling and tends to reducedust clouds and gas difficulties for
driver and passengers. Spare wheels
and tires were carried in the tun underneathand arc readily accessible from
the side. The car could easily develop
65 miles ta r hour with low gasolene
consumption. In keeping with its gen'eral aviation lines the car has perfectly
flat horizontal mud guards, and the enjclosed types gave a most curious though
not ungraceful suggestion of a combined
submarine and airplane. The price was

between 150.000-200,000 marks ($1,500$2,000),Orders were booked for a yeai
ahead, which would st em to indtca.t<
that the public has faith In its powers ol
performance.
A car without gear shift was shown

by the Maybach Company, a concern
known for Its Zeppelin motors. Kssen\tially this is a new clutch arrangement
worked like a Ford, but with a more

complicated mechanism. The car had
a self-starter and could go directly from
a walking to racing speed. Other feaitures wt re front wheel brakes ellmlnat!Ing skidding and a double Ignition sysjteni. The same people also showed a

marine engine built without crank case

gaskets.
Two more wonders were the so-called

Mauser single track car and the Rivo
propeller car. The former lias an ordinarytype sm.ill body, but with only two
main wheels, a considerable tire econ|omy. The car started with two auxIiliary wheels, which can be raised as

soon as in speed. If the car tips be]yond a certain point the raised auxiIliary wheels prevent a spill. The price
is i:.",000 marks <$-j0), and no more

orders can l>e taken until March. The
American rights have already been sold.
Another feature Is the Rivo with a rear

propeller drive. This gives high speed.
The pitch of tne propeller is adjustable
for reversing, slowing and stopping.
The car also can be titled with runners.
An electric ear was on exhibition quite

In contrast to the usual luxurious Americantypes. This was of solid simple
construction, batteries in fiont. two motorson the rear wheels, and clearly injtended to be a car for the large public.
There were several light and medium

weight motorcycles which showed the
prevailing European tendency away
from tlie greater weight of some Amerijcan makes. The model here was more
like the English Douglas, and some of
the machines seemed little more than
strengthened bicycles with engines.
Six thousand five hundred marks ($05)
was an average lor the simpler, more
moderate priced motorcycles.

Npeclaltmb. accessories, &c., had a
number of places, including "non-breakjable'* glass, compounds to keep windshieldsfrom cloudihg. and the like.
There was a new Itoscn magneto giving
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welding process, the Huerco-Uot, was

J exhibited which makes it .possible to repairbroken parts. i

A trip through the show revealed
every evidence of prosperity, whether
Mercedes cars at G50.000 marks ($3,500)
or cheap cars, approximating our Ford
types in relative price at 08,000 marks
were in question. Workmunahip was

skilful, solid, and in general tasteful,
and there was plenty of evidence that
the German automobile industry has
not only recovered its pre-war position
hut has moved forward. The sort of
organized propaganda common with
America whldh aims at giving discriminatingappreciation of the merits
of various models and at introducing
innovations widely was conspicuous by
its absence. Yet withal the public was

buying, and buying well to all appear1ances. Still in all Germany there are

only some 70,000 earn as conrpareu wnn

120,000 in France, 350,000 in England
and 0,000,000 in America.

11 From Columbus Circle go north on

Broadway to Getty square 1n Yonkers,
follow traffic regulations through square
and just beyond turn sharp right up hill
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and follow Broadway, which Is not onl'
more scenic but In a better condition a

the present time than the alternate rout*
Then along Warburton avenue throug!
Hastings and Dobbs Ferry to Tarrytowr
At North Tarr.vtown turn right into Bed
for*! road, which Is followed throug
Pocantlco Hills to Brlarcllff, tlien con
tlnue on the trunk line through Pin
Bridge, passing Croton Bake Station, an

Just beyond turning sharp right and con

tinning nortli through Yorktown Height
and Amaw.ilk, then along the west shor
of the Amawalk Reservoir through th
little town of Baldwins, skirting the eas
shore of beautiful Hake Mahopac t
Carmel, the county seat of Putnar
county, then ulong Hake Glenlda t
Paterson. A new road was recentl
built front l'aterson skirting the wea
shore of Walley Pond to West Pawllnt
This road is hard surfaced. The rout
continues through Pougquag, Storm
ville, Wioopoe and Brlnckerhoff to Fish
kill. From Fishkill the return route i
made via the Albany Post road through
McKcals Corners and Annsvlllc t
PeekskiU and continued south on th
Albany Post road through Croton, Ossin
ing, Tarrytown and Yonkers back t
New York.
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Do you want to bo tho NASH dealer in your town?

ARREN-NASH MOTC
Distributors, 229 West 64th St., New 1

IANHATTAN NEW YORK
Lafayette Co.. Inc. Salesroom
dway at 57th St. Broadway, near 64th St. <
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